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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 KINSHA 09715 081423Z 
ACTION AF-10 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 1 2 ISO-OO TRSE-00 EB-08 INT-05 COME-OO 
PA-02 ICA-20 GSA-02 /060 W 

014890 092103Z/66 

R 081330Z SEP 78 
FM AMEMBASSY KINSHASA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 1854 
INFO AMEMBASSY BRUSSELS 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
PIDTC/ AMEMBASSY LONDON 2425 

UNCLAS KINSHASA 9715 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EMIN, CG 

SUBJECT: POSSIBLE PRICE INCREASE FOR ZAIRIAN COBALT 

AZAP, THE OFFICIAL ZAIRIAN PRESS AGENCY, RECENTLY PUBLISHED AN ARTICLE 

INDICATING THAT BEGINING IN OCTOBER ZAIRIAN COBALT WILL BE 
SOLD FOR DOL 18 PER POUND. NOTING THAT THE FREE MARKET PRICE OF 
COBALT HAS CONTINUED TO CLIMB TO AROUND DOL 30-35 PER POUND, 

SOZACOM JUSTIFIED THE PROPOSED PRICE INCREASE ON THE GROUNDS 
OF TIGHTER COBALT STOCKS CAUSED BY INCREASED USE AND ZAIRIAN 
TRANSPORTATION DIFFICULTIES AND THE CONTINUED DEPRESSION 
AFFLICTING COPPER PRICES. 
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